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work may also be assured, that the 
mistakB will doublless be considered 
as totally undesigned, and that bow- 
ever eminent the real author of the 
poeai may now be, he cannot, I 
think, but feel it as excessively flat- 
tering, that so youthful a produc- 
tion of his, should, for a moment, 
be attributed to one of such genius 
and learning, as was the laie Pro- 
fessor Porson- 

1 am, &c. 

A VlSITOE. 
T» tit Praprietm efihe B'lfast Magazine, 



DEING asked for a something, in 
-*-* the way of inscription, for the 
tomb stone of the late Mr. James 
Gilland, of Dungannon, the stan- 
zas below are the fruit of my at- 
tempt to comply with the request. 
1 feel it impossible to please myself; 
and I beg the insertion of the follow, 
ing Epitaph, in the Belfast Maga- 
ziue, in order to extract from emi- 
nent genius, one that may have 
«6rae corresponding sublimity with 
its subject. Gilland deserves the 
eftbrt of a master pen. 1 wish the 
writer of the first part of the iielro- 
Sj.ect of Politics would give a few 
moments to it. 

The characteristic qualities of the 
deceased, were, exquisite taste, vi- 
vid and capacious kiiental powers. 
With an enlightened and devoted pa- 
triotism. 



Homo. 



EPITAPH. 



HeRc.mute in death's that miostrel tongue. 
Which caste and talent used to breathe ; 
And set that eye which miad-beams flung ; 
For Gilland's clay lies underneath. 

That patriot heart, whose spring-tide flows 
Still swell'd to E*iN*s Sun of fatne, 
And sunk toExin's Moon of woes, — 
Scill'd are its bound* in Gjllani>*s Crame. 
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But, though that vital orb's quick flight 
From human gaze so early stole. 
His strains remain — a ling'ring light. 
Imperishable as his soul. 



To the Proprietors of the Selfatt M^sgazitu* 

Gentlemen, 
' I 'HERE is a precept which I have 
-* alwnys considered necessary 
to direct myjudgnipnt, when I have 
heard onemanaccusin'tanotlverin his 
absence, iti^lhis, " Audi et alteram 
partem." Whether yon allow the 
columns of your miscellany to be 
the vehic'li-s of abuse and misrepre- 
sentatiiin, free to any person whose 
native nialigni'.}', or whose wound- 
ed pri.le prompts him to indulse his 
disposition ("or reproach and scanda!, 
I cannot tell. I am not in the habit 
of reading your publication, and 
therefore know not the principles that 
guide your choice of " Coinmuuica- 
tioiis. Original and Selected." A 
neighbour of mine, hoHever, who 
makes the Belfast Magazine a 
part of his reading, has drawn my 
attention to some communications in 
that work, which holds up the reli- 
gions community of which I have 
the honour to be a member, iu ati 
unfavourable liyht. 

I should think, that had you been 
guided by the maxitn quoted, you 
would unt have hastily given pub- 
licity to the tinqualified and unau- 
thenticated censure thrown with such 
appaient art and design on the reli- 
gious body disliniiuished by ibe 
name. Burgher Seceders. Whether 
the ministers of that comiimnioti 
have such claitns on the respect of 
the public, as should have made 
you hesitate and examine the evi- 
dence upon which the heavy and 
damning charges of unchristian-like 
conduct, &c. were built, does not 
become me to sayj let those who 
know litem, pronounce according to 



